
The summer… 
It seems so long ago 
 
 
 
The Zomerschool Zuidoost 2020 was extra special. Not        
only because it was the tenth edition, but mainly because of the outbreak of the Covid-19 virus. A                  
worldwide pandemic, which also meant that schools in the Netherlands were temporarily closed and a               
lot of class time was lost for students. Because of this educational disadvantage due to Covid-19, it                 
was decided to expand the Summer School from 12 to 16 groups. For the first time, nearly 300                  
students and more than 40 staff members gathered for 12 days to carry out the Summer School. 
Click here for the official video clip in which the students of the Summer School take the leading role. 
 
 

For whom? 
The Summer School is intended for children from        
the Southeast District who go to group 7 or group          
8 after the summer vacation. Pupils can       
participate if they themselves are motivated to       
learn, if their parents support them and if the         
school teacher indicates that participation for the       
pupil can contribute to his / her development and         
school success. From 6 to 24 July, the students         
will work on their language, reading and math        
skills. Three weeks of Summer School offers       

students the opportunity to start well prepared and full of self-confidence in group 8 and to be able to                   
practice extra with essential learning material. 
 

 
Tyrone (10 y): “I come to the Summer School every day with a good feeling.” 
 
Kobi (11 y): “I signed up for the Summer School because I want to prepare better for group 8. I want                     
to get good advice in group 8. Sometimes I find math difficult, but if I get a good explanation, I                    
understand it better.” 
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https://youtu.be/pvF5BeoxCDM


 

Group 6  -> 7 
 
This year 125 students took part, moving from        
grade 6 to grade 7. During the Summer School,         
these students get a boost to take a head start in           
group 7, where they receive preliminary advice       
and where the subject matter is on a        
considerably more advanced level. In addition,      
18 Newcomer students took part this year.       
Normally they hardly come into contact with the        
Dutch language for six weeks and in this way         
they can still practice reading and writing in        

Dutch for three weeks and expand their vocabulary. With this we expect that they will be much less                  
affected by the 'summer dip'. 

 
Ranaisha (11 y): ‘"I like Summer School and I am glad I came here and I give my dear Miss Ita a 9.5                       
and Miss Hanna also a 9.5". 
 

Vision and mission  
The vision of the Summer School is to offer         
students extended learning time in which they       
can develop cognitively as well as      
socio-emotional. 
 
The theme of global citizenship is central at the         
Summer School. This is also the basis of the         
mission: to let students develop themselves into       
"citizens of the world". Yourself in relation to the         
world. 
 
In order to function well in society, students must         

not only learn about language and arithmetic, but students also need broader knowledge and skills.               
The students actively practice the skills they need to participate in the world of today and tomorrow. 
At the Summer School, the students discover their talent, go on a journey of discovery and learn more                  
about themselves and others. The students learn to deal with differences, to express their own               
opinion, to debate, to philosophize, to care for the environment and for plants and animals.               
Furthermore, the students discover that working together, learning together and acquiring knowledge            
is fun and challenging. The Summer School offers a great opportunity for students to make new                
friends. Pupils from different primary schools sit together in a group. 
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Teacher: “Great that the pedagogical policy and behavioral expectations at the Summer School have              
been written out and made visible. Very clear, clear and easy to apply. " 
 
Christel (11 y):"I enjoy meeting other children. I made a new friend. I don't know if we'll be in touch                    
after summer school, but it's great fun for now. " 
 

Bridging the gap 
The Summer School Zuidoost program is aimed at        
students who have a learning gap in language and /          
or arithmetic. Pupils who have an educational       
disadvantage due to socio-economic reasons and/or      
a problematic family situation or other impending       
factors and are thus unable to develop sufficiently,        
can benefit from extra learning time as offered during         
the Summer School. The students are divided into        
level groups based on the data received from school.         

This makes it possible to provide tailor-made guidance and to respond to the educational needs of the                 
students. You can think of students with special educational needs where action and context-rich              
education is important, extended instruction (in some areas) and challenge. 
 

 
Pupils give several reasons why they wanted to participate in the Summer School: 
"Then you can learn", "Then I can make new friends and I have something to do", "Then I get a higher                     
advice in grade 8", "Then I can work extra on language and math." 
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Increase self confidence  
Teachers and teaching assistants of the Summer       
School see the progress pupils make during the        
lessons. For some pupils, this progress is small        
and especially noticeable during language and      
math lessons. These students discover how they       
can apply basic learning material within a       
functional context. They gain insight and that       
gives confidence! 
Some children - sometimes fearful of failure -        
blossom and see that they can learn. Children        
who are bullied discover they can make new        
friends. Angry children find that they can deal        

with their anger differently and that they do not have to respond to other children. 
Three weeks of Summer School does not only help children with language and math skills. Teachers,                
the students themselves and in some cases also their parents / caretakers, notice that work attitude,                
social skills and social emotional development benefit. 

 
Amanda (10 y): "I think the teachers are very friendly. They teach you very well, in a fun way. " 
 
Dion (9 y): “I learned from the teacher to keep focus on myself ". 
 

Permanent teacher and teaching assistant 
Summer School is carried out by experienced       
and 
qualified teachers, supported by teaching     
assistants. This year we deployed teaching      
assistants in all groups for the first time. 
  
The teaching assistants work in Amsterdam      
Southeast and know the target group well. We        
expect that the results of the children will be         
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better because a teaching assistant has didactic (educational) skills. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teacher: "I hope to be able to participate in the summer school again next year and I hope to be                    
assigned with the same colleague. I found it very educational to see how he could release the reins                  
and take them back at the right time. His confidence and coaching made me feel more confident in                  
front of the group every day. " 
 
 
Festive kick-off at home 

The festive Summer School kick-off was to take        
place on 24 June and the Summer School team         
had big plans for that. Due to the COVID-19         
measures, the original plans could not go ahead,        
but of course we could not let it go unnoticed. 
The students were surprised with a gift bag        
containing a colored envelope with a contract, a        
DIY garland and a cool party game. 
They also received a video card with a personal         
message from district chairman Tanja     
Jadnanansing and the summer school project      
leader. With this message, the Summer School       

was officially opened and the Summer School program was presented. 
 
Click  here for some reactions to the surprise package. 
 
 

 
Morning: focus on language and math 

We work on a number of specific skills during the          
Summer School. The subjects that most students       
consider difficult. During the math lessons the       
focus is on practicing and repeating knowledge       
and skills and clarifying gaps in children's math        
knowledge. The subjects are in group 6 
numbers, ratios (decimal numbers, fractions),     
multiplication and division and measurement     
(length, area) are discussed. In group 7 the        
topics ratios (percentages, decimal numbers,     
fractions and ratio table), measurement (length,      
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https://www.instagram.com/tv/CB3g2ybJumk/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link


area, volume and weight) and story sums are discussed. 
The language, arithmetic and reading comprehension lessons are in line with regular school curricula.              
A lot of work is done with cooperative working methods, in which all pupils can participate actively and                  
are therefore well involved in the content of the lessons. By working together, the students learn from                 
each other. Much attention is paid to vocabulary. School language words in particular are offered and                
practiced. Students can also practice on the computer every day with the online program "Junior               
Einstein en Nieuwsbegrip". Students indicate that they have come to understand sums much better              
and that they can now apply the rules of the kofschip. Teachers see students grow in language and                  
math skills. All students benefit from the extra instruction and the extra customized guidance. 
A special program has been put together by the Newcomer teachers of the group for the Newcomer                 
students. They practice technical and comprehension reading, dictation, vocabulary extension and           
oral language skills in circuit form. 

 
Saaliha (9 y): "You learn more things. Today in arithmetic, we thought we were going to do real                  
arithmetic, but we did math games with fractions. That was fun!' 
 
 
Afternoon : focus on citizenship  

The theme of global citizenship is central during the         
Summer School. In a fun and educational way, the         
students are introduced to perspectives from all over        
the world. Who are you and what is your role in this            
world? Attention is paid to being an active part of          
society, one's own environment and the world. It is         
important to broaden the view that children have of the          
world. Education plays a crucial role when it comes to          
citizenship education of children. Global citizenship      
emphasizes attention to issues such as diversity,       
inclusion and world perspectives. The program is       
designed to broaden knowledge and further develop       
skills related to global citizenship. It responds to the         
role that children play in this society. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saaliha (9 y):"We saw a play about slavery, and I thought that was quite sad. It was intense what                   
happened in the past. " 
 

6 



Moedjaba (10 y):"I have vegetable gardens, building with bamboo and I have had water drum               
lessons. For that you need a gourd. I think that's a fruit from Africa. It grows a lot there. We have used                      
it as a musical instrument. It was a lot of fun, only sometimes I got a little wet. " 
 
Teacher: "I have become a more aware and better informed global citizen myself." 
 

Afternoon activities 
During the afternoon program, the Zomerschool      
Zuidoost paid extra attention to the theme       
"colonialism and slavery" within the theme "shared       
history". Within this theme there were activities       
such as a theater lesson and interactive guest        
lecture by the Education Studio, in which the        
slavery past and democratic values are discussed.       
The students also made a graffiti work of art, a          
so-called "statement piece" with which they      
convey what they stand for. This activity was        
provided by the CBK Zuidoost. 
 
Djembé Défi also provided a body percussion       
workshop. With Local Habitat, the students      
created a self-sufficient mini-ecosystem by filling a       
glass jar with soil and plants and closing it with a           
lid. Designathon introduced "Changemakers",    
where students prototype various materials and      
simple technologies. In addition, outdoor activities      
such as bamboo building, football clinic and       
vegetable gardening were also part of the       
program. The excursions to the Tropenmuseum      
and Artis could not take place due to the arrival of           

Covid-19. As an alternative, we found very good solutions in the excursion "This is Holland" and the                 
workshop "In search of litter and the anatomy of the garbage bag" provided by Zero Waste. 
 

 
Chardayne (8 y): “We made a 5D flight through the Netherlands. That was very cool and exciting. It                  
was a really nice experience, I would like to go there again.” 
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Newcomer group teacher: "It's great that the theme of global citizenship was addressed in so many                
different ways. Some activities were linguistically difficult for newcomers, but they responded well             
(activity adjusted, or other activity). " 

 
Summer school DoBook 

The Summer School DoBook links the morning       
program with the afternoon program with      
so-called connection lessons. It explains the      
Global Citizenship themes and describes the      
content and learning objectives of the afternoon       
program. For each afternoon activity there is an        
overview of unknown / difficult words including       
meaning. These words are offered and practiced       
so that the students better understand the       
context of the afternoon activities. Furthermore,      
the students can answer questions about their       
own identity, about their motives in the DoBook.        
"What makes me a citizen of the world? Who am          

I? What can I do? Who do I want to be? and How do I deal with others, with the environment and with                       
the world? The DoeBook contains texts about voting rights and debating, about sustainable food (for               
example, eating little or no meat), about the 'Dutch' and former Dutch islands in the Caribbean 
area, colonies of the Netherlands, about Paramaribo in Suriname, about martial arts and dance              
Capoeira. 
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Studentcouncil and the final debate 
Student participation is an excellent way to learn 
democratic skills in practice: learning by doing. 
The students have a say at the Summer School. 
They can contribute ideas, participate in 
discussions and participate in decisions. They do 
this, among other things, by participating in the 
workshop debating, the final debate and the 
student council. During the debate workshop, 
students debated about various statements 
concerning the corona virus and the question 

'how can we make our district' corona proof '?' 'A representative of each group was selected to debate 
with  district chairman Tanja Jadnanansing. 
 
The children's council meets weekly on topics they consider important and discusses these with the 
organization. This year, the children's council presented three recommendations to children's district 
chairman Nikki, district chairman Tanja Jadnanansing and the project leader of the Summer School. 
The advice is based on three core goals that have been drawn up by the Children's Council. The 
Summer School enables children to catch up  for their arrears. 2. The Summer School enables 
children to develop their talents. 3. Because of the summer school, children are social, they get to 
know new children and they do not spend all day at home in front of the TV. 
  
Two advice from the children's council: 
 Seygi (10 y): "The afternoon activities should not be with your own group again but rather with other 
children so that you get to know more other children. It would also be nice to do the afternoon 
activities with the kids who have the same talent. It is nice to get to know children who, for example, 
all love to dance or all love to cook. Then maybe you can stay friends with those kids and keep 
exercising your talent. " 
 
Chanell (11 y): "The summer school has to look carefully at the beginning of what a student has to 
work on so that they can get more work in it. So there should be classes with a focus on a particular 
subject that the student has difficulty with. " 

  
Click here for the film about the student council and  here for the final debate. 
Jael (10 y): “I enjoy debating, you can give your own opinion. You discuss how the corona virus can                   
be reduced. I think that more hand gel should be placed in all stores. " 
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https://youtu.be/Rs7Nj32XgPg
https://youtu.be/_caW9aMVupQ


Varied and healthy food 
At the Summer School we ensure that the        
students eat a healthy and varied diet. In the         
Summer School restaurant, attention is paid to       
the food and to "table rules". How do you         
behave in the Summer School restaurant? How       
do you ensure that you can enjoy lunch together         
and each other in a cozy but quiet way? At the           
Summer School, students visibly enjoy the      
varied lunch. 
The ten o'clock and lunch are provided by ZaZa         
Kitchen and are focused on sustainability and       

care for the environment. Because we like to support the local companies, we purchase all dairy                
products from Geingenoegen cheese farm. Fruitbox020 delivers all fruit and vegetables every week.             
Every Friday Zaza Kitchen provides an extra surprise in the buffet. This can vary from a vegetarian                 
noodle to a vegetable soup. Water is drunk at the Summer School. For this, students can use their                  
own colored "Dopper" water bottle ("Dopper" bottles prevent parts of disposable bottles from ending              
up in nature and the oceans). Furthermore, reusable crockery is used as much as possible. 
  

 
Moedjtaba (11 y): "You get good food at the Summer School, but sometimes it is not good. I am                   
allergic to pineapple and I think an apple is too hard. I liked watermelon and tangerines. " 
 
Daisy (10 y): "Lunch was a lot of fun. It looked like some sort of restaurant. The sandwiches were                   
handed out, sort of served. You were allowed to spread your bread." 
 
Webinars for parents/guardians 

Due to the measures concerning Covid-19,      
the parent meetings are organized in a       
different way. Via Webinars, parents / carers       
could log in at two times to follow an online          
presentation by parenting coach Jillian     
Emanuels. Here parents / guardians could      
ask their questions about all kinds of matters        
that had to do with their child in relation to the           
Summer School. 86 parents / carers attended       
the general webinar and 63 parents / carers        
the high school webinar about how the (pre-)        
adolescent brain works, stimulating the     
growth mindset, supporting their child in the       
final years of primary school and how you can         
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best prepare your child for secondary school. Jillian also informed parents / carers about the ins and                 
outs of the Summer School. 
During the Summer School, parents / carers could use the telephone consultation hour every              
morning. Child coach Lorraine Bar has answered questions about, among other things, guiding and              
supporting your child in case of learning difficulties. 
 
Parent: "I found the meetings very helpful! Especially about the executive functions and the mindset.               
As a mother you always think I'm doing well, what could be better? And because of this information, I                   
notice that I can improve a number of things. " 
 
Parent: "The information was surprisingly interesting. For me, the information about mindset was             
especially super important because my child has been with care providers for some time and nobody                
has ever told me about how his brain works. It was an eye opener and I think I can meet him better                      
with this. So thank you very much for that. " 
 

Festive closing 
The last day, Friday 24 July, was the festive closing of the            
Summer School. In class, the students looked back on the          
past period. In addition, the diplomas and personalized        
t-shirts were awarded and a musical farewell to the Summer          
School, supported by samba dancers. During this farewell,        
the children enjoyed ice cream, specially made for this         
occasion by two brothers aged 5 and 9 who started their own            
ice cream company. Furthermore, the students made a DIY         
treat, provided by ZaZa Kitchen. Click here for an impression          
of the festive closing. 

 
Would you like to read more about the successful implementation of Summer School 2020? Then               
check out our social media channels. Click here for the Child Joy podcast and here for the daily                    
blogs of master Rashid. 
 
Website www.ppozo.nl/zomerschool/ 
Twitter @ZomerschoolZO 
Instagram ZomerschoolZuidoost 
Facebook ZomerschoolZuidoost 
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